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CHAPTER II
i
SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT SEWAGE PURIFICATION
IN all branches of engineering, the knowledge of one genera-
tion is communicated to the next through published records
in magazines, official public documents and books, the books
usually being to a great extent the compilations of knowledge
from a large number of sources, often not recorded, for reference.
To trace the successive steps in the advancement of each branch
of engineering, and to give credit by name to each discoverer
or inventor, great or obscure, is an interesting work, but, like
the study of genealogy, it is of small interest to the man who
seeks primarily information as to how to build. Therefore, in
giving these references to available sources of information
regarding sewage purification, the writer has not attempted to
cover the subject completely from a historical point of view.
Data regarding sewage disposal in Great Britain are to be
found in the Report of the Royal Commission on Sewage Dis-
posal, in July 1901,. and in subsequent reports by that body, as
well as previous government reports dealing chiefly with sewage
farming. The data contained in that report have been drawn
upon frequently by writers upon sewage disposal, some of
whom were, in fact, the media of presenting it to the Corn-
mission. These reports are available in a number of libraries
in the United States.
In America the most extensive data have been collected by
the Massachusetts State Board of Health, which has conducted
experiments at Lawrence, Mass., for a score of years, and has
likewise made systematic observations upon the results of
sewage pollution throughout the State, as well as upon the
10